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English Department Summer Reading Policy Statement: 

Summer reading serves a number of purposes.   First, summer reading is diagnostic.  It provides teachers a 

means of assessing students’ critical thinking, reading comprehension, and writing skills.  Next, summer 

reading is academic.   It keeps students academically engaged over the summer, and it sets a tone for the level 

of rigor students should expect in any English class in the coming year.  Last, and perhaps most important, 

summer reading is communal.  It provides students a vehicle for cultural literacy, choice, and personal growth 

and independence of thought. 

 

Generally speaking, students enrolled in each English course will read a book-length text, a novel or a play.  

Students will also read two shorter texts, usually poems, essays, or short stories, that pair with the lengthier 

text thematically.   Together, the three texts will be used to guide English instruction within the first several 

weeks of class as both students and teachers work to answer the first unit’s essential question.  Students 

enrolled in Advanced Placement courses may be asked to read additional works or lengthier works. 

 

Essential question: What does it mean to be “American” ?  

 

Novel: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie. 

Accompanying texts: Poem: “The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost and Informational Text: “Life on 
Reservations” by Jessica McBirney. Both of these works have accompanying questions. Students are not 
required to complete the questions, but should review them to prepare for the work they will do when school 
starts. 
 

Students are expected to obtain their own copy of the lengthier text and to bring it to school when classes 

resume in August.  Copies of the shorter texts are attached to these guidelines. 

 

Students are expected to be active and engaged readers of the summer reading texts.  To that end, teachers 

may issue additional instructions at a later date to guide student reading and responses, so please check 

Schoology regularly or be looking for a communication from your English teacher this summer. 
 

English Department Alternate Selection Policy: 

Should a parent wish for his or her child not to read a chosen literary selection, he or she should contact the 

child’s English teacher prior to the beginning of the unit of study for an appropriate alternative text designated 

by the English department. 
 

 

 


